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he could cope with Ball. Why, one day he clove
with one single arrow the hearts of three palm
trees."

" That is child's play," said Rama, and at once
sent an arrow from his bow which clove seven trees
and then stuck into a hard rock in the side of a
mountain.

" O Elephant among Men! " cried Sugriva,
surprised out of his melancholy into admiration,
" come with me and in the strength of your presence
I will defy Bali and all his monkeys," So the two
set out, Sugriva defied Bali, fought with him, was
beaten once, but fought again, and, finally, with the
help of his new friend, brought the usurper to his
death. So was Sugriva restored to his kingdom
and was now ready to place his army of Monkeys
and Bears at the disposal of Rama in order that
they might begin in the forest the search for Sita,
which they were better able to undertake than the
cleverest mortals, to whom forest-craft is an ac-
complishment only acquired after much practice.
You may remember how the gods had created this
great army of Monkeys and Bears at the birth of
Rama, and their purpose was now to be made clear;
for the intelligent animals were marshalled under
Hanuman and told that they were to search in all
possible places for the lovely Sita and to return in a
month to make their report.

Now their vigorous search was of no avail; and
as they were under penalty of death at the hands of
Sugriva if they were not successful, the leaders